Welcome to the April 2015 edition of the Donn McClean Racing
newsletter.
Looking ahead

It’s all about the Aintree Grand National now. Final
declarations were made this morning, and all 40
runners stood their ground. We're all set.
There is usually a story behind every Grand National
winner, behind every Grand National contender, but
there could be no better story this year than the one
that victory for Shutthefrontdoor and AP McCoy
would tell. The champ, riding in his last Grand
National, in what would be his last race if he
happened to win it. That would be the story of
stories.
Of course, there are other stories lurking. Like the
Pineau De Re story, bidding to become the first
back-to-back winner since Red Rum. Or the Lord
Windermere or Spring Heeled story, both trying to
win for Jim Culloty the trainer, 13 years after
Bindaree won for Jim Culloty the rider. Or the First
Lieutenant story, Mouse Morris' horse set to be
ridden by Nina Carberry. Never before has a female
rider won the Grand National. Well, Katie Walsh won
the Irish National on Monday, so why not?

Here are five things that you might keep in mind as
you are searching for the Grand National winner:

No seven-year-old has won the National since

Bogskar in 1940, and none has finished placed
in the race since 1971. That makes it difficult
for Cause Of Causes and Unioniste.

Bindaree in 2002 is the last eight-year-old to
win it, and he was only the third eight-year-old
since Red Rum won his first in 1973.

The last five winners and 20 of the last 30
winners were aged 10 or older.

No horse between 1983 and 2010 carried
more than 11st 1lb to victory, and, in the two
renewals since the latest significant
modifications to the course, only two horses
carrying 11st or more finished in the first 10. A
total of 23 horses carried 11st or more in those
two renewals, and only two of them got into
the first 10. That makes it difficult for the top
eight horses in the handicap, from Pineau De
Re up.

The last 43 winners had won over three miles
or more.

So, in short, the percentage call is to look for a horse aged in double figures who is
carrying a relatively low weight and who has proven his stamina for three miles at
least.

Cheltenham Festival

Cheltenham seems like a while ago now. Difficult to
think that it all began and ended less than a month
ago.
It was a little bit of a roller coaster ride for Private
Clients of Donn McClean Racing. There was good
luck and bad luck. Thankfully, the good out-weighed
the bad, it was a profitable meeting, but it is still
difficult not to focus on the might-have-beens. Here

are some of them.
Quantitativeeasing (advised at 11/1) would surely
have gone close in the Cross-Country Chase had
Toutancarmont not carried him out after jumping the
second last obstacle. The winner, Rivage D’Or, was
travelling well in behind at the time, but
Quantitativeeasing was also travelling well just
behind the leaders. He had traded at even money in
running. He would probably have finished first or
second, and we had backed him each-way.

We backed Uxizandre (advised at 10/1) for the
Champion Chase ante post, but not for the Ryanair
Chase, not even on the day. If he had run in the
Champion Chase, he would surely have gone close,
given how impressive Alan King’s horse was in
winning the Ryanair, and how weak a race the
Champion Chase turned out to be. Not only that, but
the two horses we backed in the Ryanair Chase, Ma
Filleule (advised at 6/1) and Don Cossack (advised
at 10/1) finished second and third - behind the horse
we backed for a different race!
One more note on the Champion Chase theme: we
also backed Champagne Fever (advised at 5/1) for
the race. If Un Atout hadn’t bitten him on the lip on
the journey over (we’re not making this stuff up,
honestly), if Rich Ricci’s horse had taken his chance
in the race, he would surely have gone close.

There were lots of ifs and buts. If Rawnaq (advised at 25/1) had jumped the final
fence in the Festival Plate a little better than he did, he might have won. If the early
pace had been a little faster in the Champion Hurdle, Arctic Fire (advised at 25/1)
might have overhauled Faugheen. Okay, maybe that’s stretching it a little. He ran a
cracker, and we were on both of those each-way, so at least they were winning
races.

Then there was Djakadam. We backed Djakadam
for the Cheltenham Gold Cup at 25/1 before the
Hennessy Gold Cup at Newbury in November, and

we backed him again at 14/1 after he won the
Thyestes Chase at Gowran Park in January. Alas,
we didn’t back him each-way. Not even once. It was
never an each-way race.
If Willie Mullins’ horse had managed to catch
Coneygree, or if Coneygree had run in the RSA
Chase instead of in the Cheltenham Gold Cup, we
would have won 39 points on the Djakadam bets
instead of losing 2 points. That’s the way it goes. It
made a difference of 41 points, that’s €4,100 to
Private Clients who are betting at €100 per
point. Such are the vagaries of this game.

On the plus side, there were winners: Cause of
Causes (advised at 10/1) in the National Hunt
Chase, Moon Racer (advised at 7/1) in the
Champion Bumper, Martello Tower (advised at 14/1)
in the Albert Bartlett Hurdle, Killultagh Vic (advised at
12/1) in the Martin Pipe Hurdle. And there were other
placed horses that we backed each-way,
like Generous Ransom (advised at 9/1) in the
Novices’ Handicap Chase and Sort It Out (advised
at 12/1) in the County Hurdle and Grand
Vision (advised at 14/1) in the Kim Muir.
And there was good luck involved too. Killultagh Vic
only got home by a head, for example, in the Martin
Pipe Hurdle, while if the Albert Bartlett Hurdle had
panned out a little differently, Martello Tower may
not have won.

Overall, after all the good luck and all the bad luck, when the roller coaster stopped
rolling, Private Clients who were betting at €100 per point had made a net profit of
€1,625 for the Cheltenham Festival. We’ll take that.

Looking back

Private Clients have also been having a fairly
profitable time of it since the Cheltenham Festival.
Theinval (advised at 8/1) ran out an impressive
winner of the Silver Plate at Kempton the week after
Cheltenham, while the following Saturday at
Newbury, Private Clients backed Mares’ Finale
Hurdle winner Kalane (SP 10/1) and Ultima Business
Solutions Handicap Chase winner Rebel
Rebellion (SP 7/1).

April got off to a good start when Hollow Blue Sky
(advised at 14/1) stayed on best of all to win the
888Sport Handicap Chase at Haydock last
Saturday. We also had a good Irish Grand National
meeting at Fairyhouse, with Gilgamboa (advised at
15/2) winning the Ryanair Gold Cup on Sunday and I
Shot The Sheriff (advised at 7/1) landing the
Boomerang Handicap Hurdle on Monday. Clients
were brought back down to earth in the Irish Grand
National itself, however, when both our bets, Empire
Of Dirt and She’s Got Grit, came down at the first
fence! As above, such are the vagaries of this game.

Even so, clients who are betting at €100 per point are showing a net profit of
€2,150 since the Cheltenham Festival, and are showing a net profit of
€45,000 since the service began in 2009. They also hold some decent ante post
positions on Saturday’s Aintree Grand National.
For further information, visit Donn’s Bets.

HTF Private

The Horses To Follow service and the HTF Private
service on www.donnmcclean.com both continue to
highlight winners at decent prices.
Cheltenham Festival winners Martello Tower (MP
14/1), Irish Cavalier (MP 14/1) and The Druids
Nephew (MP 11/1) were all noted in one or both of
the services.

There have also been several decent-priced winners
since Cheltenham, including Kelso winner Milansbar
(MP 10/1), Newbury winner Phone Home (SP 20/1)
and Fairyhouse winners Sir Scorpion (MP 5/2),
Gilgamboa (MP 15/2) and Jimmy Two Times (MP
12/1).
For more information, visit Horses To
Follow and HTF Private.

