Welcome to the February 2016 edition of the Donn McClean Racing
Newsletter.
Festival fever
So it all begins six weeks from today. The 2016 Cheltenham Festival. Six weeks to
organise the time off with your boss, six weeks to accumulate enough brownie points
at home so that the bins will put themselves out on Gold Cup morning. Six weeks to
arm yourself with information, six weeks to pick up as many more clues as you
can. In truth, though, a lot of the clues are in already.
People are talking about the Willie Mullins four-timer on the first day. Remember last
year? The first three went in, Douvan, Un De Sceaux, Faugheen, rat-tat-tat, then
Annie Power went down to the last, just the final obstacle in front of her and her
rivals toiling behind her. We know the rest. Maybe God is a bookmaker after all.
This year, maybe because of what happened last year, the bookmakers are already
taking cover, already complaining about potential liabilities. Same four races, the
Supreme Novices’ Hurdle, the Arkle, the Champion Hurdle and the Mares’ Hurdle.

It is interesting that three of the four horses from last year are involved again:
Faugheen, Annie Power and Douvan, Faugheen in the Champion Hurdle again,
Annie Power in the Mares’ Hurdle again. Douvan has graduated from novice hurdler
to novice chaser, so he takes up Un De Sceaux’s role in the Arkle, while Min moves
in to take Douvan’s place in the Supreme Novices’ Hurdle.

It is easy to forget that, even though Annie Power came down at the final flight last
year, Mullins still won the race with Glens Melody, he still had four winners on the
day, and his potential back-up team this year is strong too. Yorkhill potentially in the
Supreme, Killultagh Vic (if he wants, although the JLT looks more likely, given the
presence of Douvan) in the Arkle, Arctic Fire and Nichols Canyon in the Champion
Hurdle, Vroum Vroum Mag in the Mares’ Hurdle, as well as the Gitane Du Berlais
and Morning Run options.

One factor that has been generally overlooked – admittedly this may be stretching it
a little – but we could be talking about a possible Willie Mullins five-timer on the first
day, not four-timer. In Black Hercules and Roi Des Francs, the champion trainer has
two real shots in the National Hunt Chase. He also has Sambremont and Pont
Alexandre in the mix for the race at present so, all things being equal, he should
have one or two or three horses towards the head of the market.
It’s an amateur riders’ race, obviously, so keep an eye out for whatever Patrick rides.

Profitable year
2015 was a profitable year for Private Clients of Donn McClean Racing. It could have
been better. It is easy to look back on any set of results and think of what might have
been, to look at the unlucky losers (like Kingfisher and Sir Isaac Newton and
Quantitativeeasing) without recognising the fact that there were probably lucky
winners in there too. Even so, clients who were betting at €100 per point made a net
profit of €12,620 for 2015.
Highlights? There were plenty. Interception in the Wokingham Handicap at Royal
Ascot in June was a good one. Clients backed David Lanigan’s filly at 33/1 ante post

a couple of weeks before the race and, sent off at 10/1, she duly won impressively.
Nakeeta was another good one. Clients backed Iain Jardine’s horse at 20/1 for the
Old Borough Cup in September. Unusually, they didn’t beat the market, he was
returned at an SP of 20/1, but he got home by a neck, and that was the important
thing.
There were other good winners during the flat season, like Pastoral Player at 16/1
and Duca Valentinois at 14/1 and Space Age at 12/1 and Adaay at 11/1 and Max
Dynamite at 10/1.
And there were good winners during the National Hunt season. Cheltenham was
good, with Martello Tower at 12/1 and Killultagh Vic at 12/1 and Moon Racer at 7/1
and Cause Of Causes at 10/1 all winning. There were near misses there too,
Djakadam at 25/1 and Quantititativeeasing at 10/1, but we don’t dwell on them. (See
above.)

Aintree was also good (Rajdhani Express at 11/1 and Sizing Granite at 11/2 and
Duke Of Lucca at 7/1), as was Punchestown (Ballyadam Approach at 12/1 and
Killultagh Vic at 10/1 and Sort It Out at 8/1). Indeed, clients made net profits at most
of the major racing festivals during the year, Cheltenham and Fairyhouse and
Aintree and Punchestown over jumps, Newmarket and Chester and The Curragh
and York and Longchamp and Royal Ascot on the flat.

Profits came back a little in the closing months of the year, but a profit of €12,620
represents a return on total investment of 14.29% for the year. Also, it was the
seventh year in a row that the service has shown a net profit. It has shown a profit
every year since it went live in 2009.

2016 off to a good start
2016 has started off well. Yala Enki (advised at 9/2) led just about all the way in the
Lanzarote Hurdle at Kempton on 9th January to provide clients with their first winner
of the new year.
Flintham (advised at 10/1) was a game winner of the Pertemps qualifier at Warwick
the following week, and Thomas Hobson (advised at 11/2) led all the way to land the
Leamington Hurdle on the same card, while Empire Of Dirt (advised at 10/1) won the
Leopardstown Handicap Chase at Leopardstown the following day.

Last week, the two recommended each-way ante post bets in the Peter Marsh
Chase at Haydock, Cloudy Too (advised at 10/1) and Virak (advised at 7/1), finished
first and second, while last Saturday, Smad Place (advised at 7/1) landed the
BetBright Trial Chase at Cheltenham.
Clients who are betting at €100 per point are showing a net profit of €1,850 for 2016
already. They are also holding some decent ante post bets for the Cheltenham
Festival, and they will be adding to their Cheltenham ante post portfolio over the
course of the next few weeks. Visit Donn's Bets for more details.

