Welcome to the March 2016 edition of the Donn McClean Racing
Newsletter.
Cheltenham fever
There is a school of thought that says that, from a betting perspective, you should
treat the Cheltenham Festival like any other meeting. A 2/1 winner on Champion
Hurdle day at Cheltenham, goes the hypothesis, is the same as a 2/1 winner on a
wet Wednesday afternoon at Sedgefield. You bet €1 at Cheltenham, you win
€2. Same as at Sedgefield.
That may be true, but no meeting is like this one. The Cheltenham Festival is unique.
Of course, the major betting principles apply. The quest for value: the search for the
8/1 shot who should be a 5/1 shot, or the 33/1 shot who should be no better than
16/1. However, the Cheltenham Festival is different to just about every other
meeting, and there is a strong argument for treating it as such.

There are several elements that set the Cheltenham Festival apart for the
punter. For starters, there have been ante post markets available on the feature
races for 12 months, for even longer on some of them, and there have been ante
post markets on the championship races for several months. You may not have
known it, but the chances are that you have been watching racing all season with at
least one eye on the Cheltenham Festival.
Also, bookmakers compete with each other for the punter’s pound. They recognise
that this is a shop window of sorts, a wider world is watching, so it is an opportunity

to capture new business, attract new customers. Bookmakers go to great lengths to
do so.
There are the obvious offers for new customers, 50/1 every horse in the Supreme
Novices’ Hurdle, money back if Min wins, money back on every loser in the first race
on every day. Stakes may be limited, but these are still good offers, and they are
offers of which punters should avail if at all possible.

Concession
There are three other major elements in punters’ favour. Firstly, there is the nonrunner-no-bet concession. This is a significant concession. It means that you can
back a horse at ante post prices, safe in the knowledge that, if the horse you have
backed suffers an injury, or is re-routed to another race, you get your money
back. Conversely, if another horse in the race is scratched, the chance of your horse
winning is enhanced, yet you do not have to pay a Rule 4 deduction. Most major
bookmakers are non-runner-no-bet now on all 28 races.
Secondly, the odds that bookmakers offer are generally highly competitive. As
above, they compete for the punter’s pound. The ante post markets are settling
down now, but Morning Prices in the Day Of Race markets are usually competitive
each morning, and they are generally guaranteed. So you can take a Morning Price
and, if the horse you have backed goes off at an SP that is greater, you get the
greater price.
Thirdly, each-way terms are usually very good. Most bookmakers go 1/4 the odds a
place the first three on the Grade 1 races, races that would usually be 1/5 the
odds. They can also offer five places on the handicaps, races on which they would
usually bet to four places. Those each-way terms are well worth having.

There are other things to note at the Cheltenham Festival. For starters, the meeting
is usually run on good or good to soft ground, so take note of horses who are proven
on that ground. There was plenty of rain on Wednesday, but the forecast is dry until
next Friday, and Cheltenham is a quick-draining track these days, so the chances
are that we will start the meeting on ground that is good to soft, no worse.
Most of the major races this season have been run on soft or heavy ground, so be
prepared to take note of good ground form going back to last October and before,
going back to last spring even.
Take note of Cheltenham Festival form. Cheltenham is unusual. The ground has
usually turned and spring has usually arrived. As well as that, there is a unique
atmosphere about Cheltenham, so any horse who has proven in the past that he can
handle it is a horse worth considering.
The track itself is unusual, an undulating, turning track, wide yet tight, with a hill at
the end of every race that must look insurmountable to some. And there is the
pace. Cheltenham Festival races are usually run at a fast pace. All that into the mix,
and proven ability at a previous Cheltenham Festival is a massive asset for any
horse to take into any race.

Human side
Finally, there is the human side of it. Ruby Walsh is the most successful jockey ever
at the Cheltenham Festival, he rides it with supreme confidence, so all of Ruby’s
rides should be noted. A lot of them have been well found by the market already, the
Ruby factor is already factored into those horses’ odds, but he will ride others during
the week whose odds have not yet been adjusted.

There are other riders, like Barry Geraghty and Davy Russell, who excel at the
Cheltenham Festival. Their rides should be noted.

Trainers and owners too. Willie Mullins is obvious, as are Nicky Henderson and Paul
Nicholls. Henry de Bromhead is perhaps not so obvious, but he always has his
horses primed for Cheltenham. Gordon Elliott and Mouse Morris too.
Jonjo O’Neill seems to start at Cheltenham and work his way back. His horses seem
to come alive in the spring, so be prepared to forgive a Jackdaw’s Castle horse a
poor winter.
Every owner wants to have a winner at Cheltenham, but some are better at it than
others, some are perhaps more patient than others. JP McManus is obvious,
Gigginstown House too, and Rich Ricci. Barry Connell is perhaps not so obvious, but

he has an interesting team going this year, many of whom are a little under the
radar.

Back to the original hypothesis. It is true that you have to treat Cheltenham like any
other meeting, in that, the more work you put into it, the more you should get out of
it. When you put the work in, however, the opportunities at Cheltenham can be
greater than they are for the other 361¼ days of the year.

2016 so far
Private Clients of Donn McClean Racing have made a good start to 2016. There
have been decent winners, like Flintham (advised at 10/1), Empire Of Dirt (advised
at 10/1), Cloudy Too (advised at 10/1) and Smad Place (advised at 7/1) in January,
and Bleu Et Rouge (advised at 12/1), Different Gravey (advised at 8/1), Bangkok
Pete (advised at 12/1) and Ericht (advised at 5/1) in February.
March got off to a good start too last weekend with Sametegal (advised ante post
each-way at 9/1) winning the Greatwood Gold Cup at Newbury, and Band Of Blood
(advised ante post each-way at 20/1) finishing third in the Grimthorpe Chase at
Doncaster.

Private Clients of the service have made a net profit every year since the service
went live in 2009. Clients who are betting at €100 per point made a net profit of

€12,620 for 2015, and they are showing a net profit of €4,950 already so far in
2016. They are also sitting on a few good ante post positions for the Cheltenham
Festival.
For more information, visit Donn’s Bets.

Competition winner
Congratulations to Dave Murphy from Co Wicklow, winner of the draw at last week's
Sky Bet Pre-Cheltenham Evening at The Castle Inn in Newcastle in Co
Wicklow! Dave wins a free three-month subscription to our Private Clients service.

