Welcome to the May edition of the Donn McClean Racing Newsletter
Derby picture
Every time you turn on the television or pick up a newspaper these days, the Derby
picture gets cloudier. The trials have not provided the clarity that they traditionally
provide.
US Army Ranger was touted as a Derby candidate before he made his racecourse
debut at The Curragh last month, and he was quickly promoted to the head of the
Derby market after an impressive victory there. However, he only got home by a
short head from his stable companion Port Douglas in his trial, the Chester Vase, two
weeks ago, and Port Douglas was giving him 4lb.
Midterm was thrust centre stage then, the new Derby favourite, but he forgot his
lines in the Dante Stakes at York, he just couldn’t quicken from the three-furlong
pole. And Wings Of Desire didn’t even read the script. The John Gosden-trained colt
picked up nicely and stayed on well to get home by a cosy neck from Deauville,
thereby earning his place in the Derby line-up, even if it is going to cost £75,000 to
put him back into the race.

The Derrinstown Stud Derby Trial did not make the picture any clearer. Idaho was
sent off as favourite for the Derrinstown, and an impressive victory at Leopardstown
would have catapulted him towards the head of the Derby market, but he was beaten
into third place by Moonlight Magic, with the ﬁrst ﬁve ﬁnishing within two and a half
lengths of each other. Moonlight Magic is a contender, but you still can't rule out
Shogun or Idaho, second and third in the Derrinstown.
Other trials have failed to provide much clarity. The Lingﬁeld Derby Trial was won by
Humphrey Bogart, but he remains a 33/1 shot for the Derby, while the Dee Stakes
was won by Viren’s Army, who is not going to even run in the Derby now. He is going
to the Goffs London Sale on the eve of Royal Ascot, his intended entry in the
Tercentenary Stakes at the Royal meeting an obvious lure for would-be buyers.
Minding ﬂirted with the Derby for a while – or rather, the media ﬂirted with the
possibility of Minding taking her chance in the Derby for a while – but it looks like it’s
the Oaks for the 1000 Guineas winner for sure. The 2000 Guineas winner Galileo
Gold has also ﬂirted with the Derby, and that ﬂirtation has not been completely
rebuffed yet, but it is the Irish 2000 Guineas for him at The Curragh on Saturday for
starters before any more decisions are made.

It may be that the greatest clarity is to be found in France. Cloth Of Stars was
impressive in landing the Prix Greffulhe at Saint-Cloud. Andre Fabre’s colt had been
beaten by Robin Of Navan twice last season, but he looked like an improved horse
when he won the Prix La Force on his debut this term, and he improved again to
exact his revenge on his old adversary in the Prix Greffulhe.
This is the route that Fabre took with Pour Moi – Prix La Force, Prix Greffulhe –
before he took him to Epsom to land the Derby in 2011, and talk of supplementing
Cloth Of Stars has to be taken very seriously indeed.
Then The Gurkha went to Deauville last Sunday and landed the French 2000
Guineas. The French 2000 Guineas is not an obvious pointer to the Epsom Derby,

but Aidan O’Brien’s colt was seriously impressive in winning it, showing a ﬁne turn of
foot to come more than ﬁve lengths clear of his rivals.
Of course, the French Guineas is run over a mile, as were the only two other races
that The Gurkha has contested, and The Gurkha’s dam Chintz won a Group 3 race
over seven furlongs and never went beyond nine. However, Chintz’s dam Gold
Dodger won a listed race over 10 furlongs, and Gold Dodger is a half-sister to Arc de
Triomphe winner Solemia. Also, The Gurkha is by Galileo, and Galileo always gives
you a chance of staying any trip. The Gurkha is a player in a Derby picture that is as
full of intrigue as it is devoid of clarity.

National Hunt season wrap
It was reassuring that Don Cossack headed the Anglo-Irish National Hunt
Classiﬁcations when they were published on Wednesday. Gordon Elliott’s horse won
the Gold Cup, widely recognised as one of the best Gold Cups that we have had in
years, and he probably would have won the King George too had he not fallen at the
second last fence.
The Gigginstown House horse's rating of 177 is 1lb higher than the ratings awarded
to Cue Card and Vautour, and it saw him named champion jumper for the second
year in succession. His trainer reports that everything has gone well with him so far
since he sustained that tendon injury that kept him out of Punchestown. He hopes to
have him back cantering by October, before eyeing up a return to the racecourse in
February with a defence of his title in March in the pipeline. Fingers crossed.
It was not surprising that Thistlecrack was named champion staying hurdler, Colin
Tizzard’s horse’s season ending on a high with another bloodless victory at Aintree,
his ﬁfth win from ﬁve attempts this season.

Nor was it surprising that Douvan was named champion two-mile novice chaser, nor
that Sprinter Sacre was named champion two-mile chaser, nor that Faugheen was
named champion two-mile hurdler. You can perhaps quibble with the actual ratings a

little, like that Douvan’s rating of 169 is 6lb lower than Sprinter Sacre’s rating of 175.
How would you bet in a match between the two, with Sprinter Sacre conceding 6lb to
Willie Mullins’ horse?
The 2015/16 National Hunt season also ended on a high for Private Clients of Donn
McClean Racing. The term in Britain ﬁnished well when The Young Master (advised
at 12/1) won the Bet365 Gold Cup at Sandown on the last day of the season.

Private Clients also rounded off the Irish National Hunt season well a week later with
a proﬁtable Punchestown Festival, with victories during the week for Zabana
(advised at 5/1), One Track Mind (advised at 12/1), Jer’s Girl (advised at 9/4) and
Avant Tout (advised at 13/2).
Clients who were betting at €100 per point made a net proﬁt of €5,262 for the
2015/16 National Hunt season.

Good start to the Flat
Private Clients of Donn McClean Racing got the 2016 Flat season off to a good start
when Secret Brief (advised at 20/1) won the Lincoln in early April.
There have been several decent-priced winners on the Flat since then.
Hawkbill (advised at 18/1) won the Newmarket Stakes at Newmarket, Viren’s Army
(advised at 12/1) won the Dee Stakes at Chester and King Bolete (advised at 6/1)
won a good handicap at Ascot.

Then at York last week, Castle Harbour (advised at 8/1) won a big three-year-olds’
seven-furlong handicap, and Wings Of Desire (advised at 9/1) won the Dante
Stakes.
The net result is that Private Clients of Donn McClean Racing are showing a net
proﬁt of €4,925 for the 2016 Flat season so far, and a net proﬁt of €13,145 for
2016 to date.
For further information, visit Donn’s Bets.

