Welcome to the second edition of the monthly newsletter from Donn
McClean Racing.

Looking ahead

We are now in the thick of the National Hunt season.
These are the golden weekends, top class racing in
Britain and Ireland every Saturday and Sunday in the
lead up to Christmas before the countdown to the
Cheltenham Festival begins in earnest in the new
year.

The Becher Chase at Aintree on Saturday is the big
betting race this weekend, with Paul Townend set to
ride favourite On His Own for Willie Mullins. Sprinter
Sacre has been scratched from the Tingle Creek
Chase at Sandown, but it is still an intriguing contest,
with Captain Conan and Sire De Grugy battling for
favouritism. Then on Sunday, we are set to have the
latest chapter in the Sir Des Champs/Flemenstar saga
in the John Durkan Memorial Chase at Punchestown,
with Arvika Ligeonniere thrown into the mix for good
measure.

It is rat-tat-tat to Christmas after that: December Gold
Cup at Cheltenham on 14 December and Ladbroke
Hurdle at Ascot on 21 December, before the feast of
Christmas racing begins on St Stephen’s Day,
featuring the King George VI Chase at Kempton, and
rolling on through the Lexus Chase and the Welsh
National and the Ryanair Hurdle.

Horses To Follow

Several horses who have been noted as Horses To
Follow on www.donnmcclean.com are set to run this
month. Colour Squadron has been installed as
favourite for the December Gold Cup
and Goonyella has been backed into joint favouritism
for the Welsh Grand National, while Mount Benbulben
could be a lively outsider for the King George.

Looking back

November was another profitable month for Private
Clients of Donn McClean Racing. Harry
Topper (advised at 8/1) was a game winner of the
Charlie Hall Chase on the first Saturday of the month,
while Johns Spirit (advised ante post at 14/1) ran out
an impressive winner of the Paddy Power Gold Cup at
Cheltenham’s November meeting.
Private Clients backed three winners from five
advised bets on Betfair Chase day – Cue
Card (advised ante post at 8/1) in the Betfair Chase
itself, Gevrey Chambertin (also advised ante post at
8/1) in the Fixed Brush Hurdle at Haydock,
and Alasi (advised on the day at 13/2), who had been
noted as a horse to follow after her seasonal debut at
Wetherby, in the Carey Group Handicap Chase at
Ascot.

Clients who are betting at €100 per point made a net
profit of €1,777 for November, and are showing a net
profit of €16,779 for 2013 to date. Clients who bet at
€100 per point through last year’s National Hunt
season made a net profit of €11,537 for the season.

Champion picture
Of the five horses that started the season vying for Champion Hurdle favouritism, four
have run, and all four have won.

The New One was impressive in dismissing Rock On
Ruby at Kempton in October, while Jezki was
workmanlike in winning at Down Royal in early
November. Hurricane Fly was not impressive in
winning the Morgiana Hurdle at Punchestown, much
less impressive than a 1/16 shot should have been,
but he still won, and he still sets the standard to which
the young pretenders must aspire.

Last Saturday at Newcastle, My Tent Or Yours landed
the Fighting Fifth Hurdle, while on Sunday at
Fairyhouse, Jezki won the Hatton's Grace Hurdle.
Jessica Harrington's horse wasn't overly impressive
but, in so doing, he added another Grade 1 race to his
cv.

We haven’t seen the fifth member of the quintet, Our
Conor, over hurdles yet this term, but he is reportedly
on track for the Ryanair Hurdle at Leopardstown after
Christmas, where Hurricane Fly and Jezki will be lying
in wait. This is one of the most intriguing Champion
Hurdle pictures in years that is developing before our
eyes as the season rolls on. Sooner or later,
somebody is going to have to blink.

